“May 19,1924, 1 


De Langlade 


| BY ARTHUR C. NEVILLE 


HE Green Bay Hiatoriea! saclaty 

T has been for sometime conduct- 
. Ing a thorough examination of 
old recorda and documents, and oan 
silting the recollections of the very 
early settlers of “The Bay” for the 
| purpose of ascertaining aa near as 
possible the alte of the first Catholic 
fehureh built In Green Bay, and of the 
old cemetery adjoining, with the pur 
pose of marking their sites with suil- 
able tablets, 

The difficulties encountered in de 
termining upon the site of the Chapel 
were considerable, und will be better 
appreciated when it is understool 
that the recollections of the old set- 
tiers who saw the old church, were 
net written until many years after 
ithe building itself had vanished and 
all ita environments had completely 
changed, 

When the church was bull! about 
1922 or 23, the whole region surround 
ing it, except for a few narrow clear- 
ings extending back from the river 
io Monreeave, and the old road 
Avinding along the river shore, was 
a foveat, in all its native wildness, 
The chapel stood alone near the edge 
of the forest, the whitewashed pirk- 
et fence of the old cemetery ita only 
neighbor. There were no etreots or 
blocks, or landmarks by which to 
judge of its relative position when 
these recollections were written, The 
boundaries of the private claima had 
| never been surveyed or marked, 

Grignon Property Nearby 

The only houses in the vicinity 
were those of the de Langlades, at thea 
font of Stuartst., and the Plerre 
| Grignons at the foot of Crook «t, 
Gen, Ellis gives a graphic descrip 
ition of the situation as it existed 
when he came to “The Ray” in 1822. 
He says, “Charles de Langlade was a 
| noted character in bis day-—the 
giandfather of the Grignon family of 
my time. He had occupled all the 
east side of Fox river, from Devil 
| river up as high as Lawes 
litvat of Porlierst) and dying left it 
to his grandehildren, the CGrignons, 
who were in possession on my first ar 


rival at “The Bay’ in 1827 There 
were seme half dozen houses along 
the river, below Tawes point occu: 
pied by the family, and a new one 
just finished, which afterwurda (1324) 
fell into Judge Arndis handa: and 
San «ld one, much dilapidated, Just 
at the north of the littla slough 
| below Arndt's house, (foot of Stuar 


at) only a part ef which was still re 
maining, was said to have heen the 
building ovecupled by Charles: de 
| Laneinde, and in whieh he died 
Pierre Grignon fr. was living in a 
house a few roda above (south) Arndts 
[old pinca, “And just above this house 
[ot Plerre Grigtion jr, Waa the cem 
etery- picketed In, and under the con 
‘trot of the Catholles,” 
De Langlade Interred Theora 
| This old cemetery was usal 
®@ turia! place by the Freneh 
| Eneish traders and habitants 
Bay for more than a century, 
jot the noted men of Green Pay 
Med between about 1720 and 
t burried here Agustin Grignon 
‘Sieur Agustin de Langlade 
hed About VTL at the age of about 
nevivfive years, and his temaine 
interred at the old mt 
Groon Bay iist Col, vol. 3 p 238) 
In Jandary 1800 1801 aftey an il 
nors of two weeks Charles de Lang 
lade died ‘and his remaina were bus 
lod beside those of hia father the 
eer at Green Bay,” 
Mierre Grienon, Sr, waa buried here 
m L785, his Merte Urignen, M 
no Se ama da Langido in 
Domitelta Langlade, 
Anugh who Was married first 


| Piarre Grignon tn 1778 when but ta 
| | 
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Landevine, (led about 18734 and wae 
buried- in tho wemefery “at Green 
Bin and many others nf whom na 
record haa been preaerved. Auguatin 


Upienon speake of it as an “oll come 
tery in 1771 Gravesa were quite nur 
merous and Intermoentsa oontinued to 


he mate in thls old cemetery unti the 
plat of Astor Way Inid out In 1846. Att 
ey this thine to time, the 
property round about was Wont upon, 
of were removed to 
Catholte at Allouez 
others to 
where 


trem le 


numbers bodies 
the new 
then called Shantytown) 
| Bairde park then  acemdtery, 
many remain to this day 
| Bodies Under Pavement, 
Tn making the excavations for water 
maine on Adamest, in 1884-7, a num 


cemetery 


bee of bodies were disinterrad he 
tween the north line of Crooksst. and 
Chivageét,, and were reinterrert tn 


jthe street, but beyond future dieturb: 
janoa, Many bodies still te under the 
| pavement of Adame-st.. and tha abut: 
tiig lawns ond margens where it is 
| hoped they may et in penca until 


First Church In Green 


point! 


Bay 


Was Erected Near Home Of 


On Stuart-St. 


"Tha mighty Angel ehall! come down, 
and get his right foot upon the sean, 
and his left foot on the earth, andj 
anung the trumpet of the resurrec- 
tion,” 

The littla church or chapel was sit 
uated south of tha cemetery, and tt 
is eaid that Madama Langevine do! 
nated an acre of jand for “ehurch pur: | 
poses,’ but we have no exact descrip 
tion of ite location è 

During the summer of 1823 Father 
Gabriel Richard, curate of Detroit 
and vicar general of the Northwest, 
visited Green Bay. He golemnized a 
few marriages and performed some 
baptisms. He also arranged for the 
bulding of a chureh, which was com» 
meneced the eame year under the sur 
|pervision of Father Stephen Radin, 
and eo far completed before winter 
sel in that @erviees were held in the 
building. (French Hist. Brown Co, p. 
TO), 

Miss French also says ‘The first) 
church in Green Bay was built in 1823 
on the de Langlade property at a point 
[naar the old Bank building (the Bank | 
building faced Chicagost. and extend. 
eq across the entire block from Wash» 
ington to Adamest—It was burned 
in 1889) Madame Langevine having 
donated an acre of ground for that 
purpose," 

Missionary Came Twice Yearly, 
| Mra, Henry 8, Baird tells us that 
| when she came to “Tha Bay” in 1824 
“A ilttle Roman Catholia chapel oceu-| 
pied the eastern corner of the site 
where the old Bank building was 
placed, and east of thie was the grave- 
| yard, taking in about a square. Graves 
iwere at one time undetiving Adama- 


pet,” (Hist, Col, vol, 9, 331.) 
Mr, Ellis. speaking of the venerable 


Father Badin says, “That for several 
[years this. hard-working, zealous, «elf-) 
[denying missionary visited the Bayi! 
the children, and of years as) 
well, were assembled, ranged on each) 
side of the center bf the old lew church 
«the old Father. having a spaca toj 
walk up and down, would commenre! 
repeating the leeson, obliging them 
| to repeat after him for half a day at a| 
time, and woe to the luckleas wight 
who failed of committing his task," 
The good Wathey visited Green Bay 
vemiannually, remaining for two 
| weeks at a time. (Hist, Col, vol, 7, 
| 230-31.) | 
| In 1826 Father Badin wag succeeded 
| by Father Fauvel, Friar Fau 
jaa he was sometimes called. Ho taught 
schoo! and held aervices in* the little 
chapel, until ita destruction by fire in 
1828 He 1829. | 
Borrowed Seino from Priest, 

| When Judge Morgenn Ta Martin 
rame to “the Bay" in 1827 he saya! 
| there had been a school for two or 
three years previous but thera was 
none when he arrived. That shortly 
after Pather Fauva) started a sehool 
ia a small Jog house near where the 
Waterworks ptimping station now is, 
ind that this was used as a chapel 
Judge Martin further says, "I 
attended service but once a few 
montha after he came. £ went In, 
walked upto the altar, and in a whis- 


those 


| 


View 


per told him I would like to borrow 
his elne. He replied In the same tone 
that | Gould hase it but must return 
it by a certain hour, when he would 


he through with hla serviee ard would 
want to it himeelf, This chapel 
waa the only church in Green Bay at 
that tima," 

Ostensorium Found 


usa 


Father Fauvel soon fell from favor 
with the superior oficera of tht 
church Fathers Mantuchelli and 
Badin wontd not recognize him as A 
priest At frst the people favored 
Fauvel who claimed the ¢hapel as his 
own, Finally he lest popular support, 
t? hool wara ¢ d aud 
he was obliged to leave, He roomed 


in the building and through careless 
set fire to it and it was entirely 
strayed The famous Ostenseriam 


Nicholas Perrot tu 1686, 


pusa, 
ay 


presented by 


to the Mission af St, Pranels Xavièr 
at the Rapids Des Pores, sald to have 
heen found on the De Langladetirig 
nen property in 1807 near the St, Paul 


station and long in the possession of 


Mra, Grignen, When the Mission was 
itacked and huryned by the Todtana 
bout 168A the priests in thelr Ment 
toole It with them and buried tt whery 
it Was found expecting probably te 
reenver it Inter 
| After the building of the ehurel in 
152%. jt was used by Father Radin in 
the services held there When the 
Father finally left Draen Rav he took 
it with hi mto St. Ann's Detroit. Die- 
covered there by Father Ronduel tn 
1888. It was redeemed by him for 824 
Land brought back ta Green Bay, It bè- 


longa to the Cathotle Dicere of Green 
Ray—but i temporarily cdepoatted 
for safe keeping in the State. Histor 
ie») Museum at Madison 


d 


